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Wings of the North Air Museum Speaker Series 
February 5, 2026 6:30PM 

Massive Daylight Bombing Raids on Berlin! 
 

Eden Prairie, MN – On Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 6:30PM, acclaimed historian Mark S. 
Copeland will present the story of the first American daylight bombing raids over Berlin, 
Germany, during World War II. Mr. Copeland is the past National President of the Eighth Air 
Force Historical Society and is currently with the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air 
Force in Savannah, Georgia.  This presentation is part of the Wings of the North Air Museum’s 
Speaker Series that offers a free presentation on the first Thursday of each month. 
 
Background:  During World War II, the 8th Air Force, a part of the US Army Air Forces, was 
made up of the American bombers, fighter aircraft, and personnel based throughout England 
and flying missions into Nazi occupied Europe.  By the end of the war in 1945 they had 
suffered 26,000 men killed in action and another 28,000 men shot down and captured!   
 
Mr. Copeland will speak about the first daylight bombing raids on the German capital of Berlin 
in 1944.  On one mission, 69 Boeing B-17 Flying Fortresses were shot down, each one 
carrying a crew of 10 men.  On a later raid, the 8AF launched 1,500 bombers with 1,000 fighter 
escorts on a single attack on the Berlin rail system.  The presentation will include historic 
photographs and details on the behind the scenes strategies and personalities that lead to the 
defeat of Adolph Hitler’s Third Reich. 
 
The Wings of the North Air Museum is located at 14893 Sierra Lane on Flying Cloud Airport in 
Eden Prairie.  Access to Flying Cloud Airport is through Gate H, one mile west of Flying Cloud 
Drive just south of Pioneer Trail.  Museum volunteers will assist with directions to parking.  The 
presentation will start at 6:30PM; doors will open at 6:00PM.  The event is free but donations 
are appreciated.  Reservations are not required. 
 
More information: www.wotn.org/museum/ 
 
Wings of the North is an IRS 501c3 nonprofit organization.  
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